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PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS

BACON ACADEMY 
BERLIN HIGH SCHOOL 

BRISTOL CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 
CANTON HIGH SCHOOL 

COGINCHAUG REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
COVENTRY HIGH SCHOOL 

FARMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL 
FORAN HIGH SCHOOL 

GLASTONBURY HIGH SCHOOL 
GUILFORD HIGH SCHOOL 

HALL HIGH SCHOOL 
LYME/OLD LYM HIGH SCHOOL 

MALONEY HIGH SCHOOL 
NORTH HAVEN HIGH SCHOOL 

NORTHWESTERN REGION 7 HIGH SCHOOL 
NORWICH FREE ACADEMY 

RHAM HIGH SCHOOL 
STAPLES HIGH SCHOOL 

TORRINGTON HIGH SCHOOL 



2024 CONNECTICUT ASBDA OFFICERS
                   

FESTIVAL PERSONNEL 

CT ASBDA OFFICER 
Wayne Splettstoeszer    State Chair 

            
Jeffrey Ventres- Symphonic Band Chair 

Philip Giampietro - Wind Ensemble Chair 
Brian Cyr - Site Chair 



DR. JUSTIN MCMANUS - SYMPHONIC BAND

Dr. Justin McManus (he/him) is director of athletic bands, assistant director of wind bands, and assistant professor of music at the 
University of Connecticut. Dr. McManus directs and oversees the 300+ member “Pride of Connecticut” Marching Band, basketball 
and hockey pep bands, conducts the university Concert Band, and teaches a course in leadership development. Originally from 
Torrington, CT, Dr. McManus holds undergraduate and master’s degrees in music performance and music education from the 
University of Connecticut, and a doctorate in music education from the Boston University School of Music. 

  

Prior to assuming his role at UConn, Dr. McManus served as assistant director of university bands at the University of Notre Dame 
where he assisted with the “Band of the Fighting Irish” Marching Band, directed the basketball band, conducted three wind bands, 
and taught a course in instrumental methods. During his time at ND, Dr. McManus frequently served as a clinician and adjudicator, 
serving as one of two panelists for the New Zealand National Concert Band Association Festival and directing wind bands in nine 
countries. In Connecticut, Dr. McManus has conducted the Laurel Music Camp Symphonic Band, Quinebaug Valley Music Festival 
Honor Band, and has had the pleasure of working with several band programs across the state. 

  

Dr. McManus is a member of the College Band Directors National Association, National Association for Music Education, and 
Connecticut Music Educators Association. 



THE 2024 SYMPHONIC BAND

PROGRAM 
CELEBRATION FANFARE……………………   PINKZEBRA 
UNIQUELY YOU…………………………   ADRIAN SIMS 
WITH PLEASURE…………………     JOHN PHILIP SOUSA 

CONDUCTED BY: DR. JUSTIN MCMANUS



AARON S. BURGESS - WIND ENSEMBLE

Aaron S. Burgess is a dynamic conductor and music educator with close ties to the public school, collegiate and 
community music arenas. He is director of bands at Southern Cayuga Central School District in Aurora, NY, artistic director 
of the acclaimed Ithaca College Trombone Troupe, assistant conductor of the Ithaca Community Orchestra, and conductor of 
the Ithaca New Music Collective. His work in recent years also includes an appointment in the Trumansburg (NY) Central 
School District, conductor of the Ithaca College Symphonic Band, Director of Bands at Edwin O. Smith High School (Storrs, 
CT), adjunct faculty (music) at the University of 
Connecticut, Director of Bands at Rocky Hill High School (CT), and conductor of the Connecticut Wind Ensemble. Burgess 
has collaborated from the podium with many artists and composers including Peter Steiner (touring trombonist), Timothy 
Smith (Buffalo Philharmonic), Greg Case (USCG Band), Louis Hanzlik (American Brass Quintet), and Barbara Hopkins 
(Hartford Symphony), and composers Dana Wilson, Kenneth Fuchs, Jess Langston Turner, Eric Ewazen, and Lewis J. 
Buckley. He has commissioned and premiered new works for winds and percussion and guest conducted numerous 
ensembles and honor bands. He holds a Master of Music in wind conducting from Ithaca college and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Music and a Bachelor of Science in Education from the University of Connecticut.



THE 2024 ASBDA WIND ENSEMBLE

PROGRAM 

REMINISCENCE……………………………..……   KATHRYN SALFELDER 
ORIGIN……………………………………………..  CAIT NISHIMURA 
CHORALE AND SHAKER DANCE…………………………  JOHN P. ZDECHLIK 
MARCH TUMBAO………………,……………………..   JAMES M. DAVID 

CONDUCTED BY: AARON S. BURGESS



THE 2024 ASBDA YOUNG COMPOSTERS COMPETITION 

HIGH SCHOOL DIVISION WINNER 
"BEYOND" FOR SYMPHONIC BAND BY QUINN MCLENNAN 

BROOKFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DIVISION WINNER 
"DROWNING IN MUSIC" FOR FLUTE QUARTET BY  FINNEGAN CARLEY 

CANTON INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL



THE 2024 ASBDA WIND ENSEMBLE



THE 2024 ASBDA SYMPHONIC BAND


